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IHE SEVEN SECRETS
(C.otttlnu6d from Tenth'Page.)

Ambler, was that the poor fellow had
been seoretly poisonod.
Nearly a fortnlght passed, and I heard

nothing of Ambler. He wns stlll "out of
town." Day by day poosed, but nothlng
of riote tvansplrod. Slr Bornard waa stlll
sufferlng from a sllght touch of sclatlca
at home, and on visltlng hlm ono Sun¬
day I found hlm oonflned to hls' bed,
grumbling and peevish.' He was somo-
¦what eccentrlo ln hls mlserly Imblta and
his hatred of soaloty, beyond doubt; and
the absurdiilos whlch hls enemles at-
trlbuted to hlm wsre not altogether uri-
founded. But he had .t all eventa the
rare auaJlty of professlng for hls profes-
s'.on & respuct nearly akin to ent huslasni.
Jndeed, accordlng to his vlows, the facul¬
ty nossessed almost Infalllble qualltles.
In o<*nfldence he had more than once ad*
mltted to me that certaln of hla coi-
league* practloing In Harley Btreet xmt
runaalng donkeys; but he would never
have aliowed any one elso to say so, From
the moment a man aoqulred that diploma
which g*vo hiru tho right ovor ]UV .&<!,
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death, that man became ln hla eyes nn
auguet persomige for the world at large.
It waa a oiime, ho thought, for a, patlent
not to submlt to hla deolslon, and cer¬
tainly lt must be admltted *.hat hla suc-
oesi in tho treatniont of nervoua dlior-
dera ha4 been moat reroarkable,
"You were tvt that lecture by Deboutln

ef Parla, the other,dayI" lie exclalmed
to me suddenly, whlle I waa aeated at
hls bodsido desortblng the work i had
been doing for hlm In London. ny
dldn't you tell me you were going there?"

"I went aulte unespectedly.with t
frlend,"
"With whom?"
"Anvbler Jevona."
"Oh, that deteotlve fellowl" laughed

the old phystclan. "Well." he added. ",t
wm all very Intereatlng, wasn't lt?"
"Very.eapoelaiiy your own demonstra-

tlona, I had no Idea that you were ln
correspondenoe with Deboutln."He laughodi then with a knowJng look,sftld:
"An, rojr dear fellow. nowadaya ltdoesn't do to tell any one of your ownreaearches. The only way la to spring it

upon the pn-feaslon as a great trlumpli;Juat as^Koch dld his cure for tuberoulo*ols, One rouat «yeate an tmpreaslon now'*
auays, IC oaly. with a o,ua,clt remedy,

Tho day of tho stoady plodderls past;
it's all hustle, even In meuiolne,"
"Well, you ce'rtalnly dld mako an Sm*

prosalon," I sald amiUngr. "Your e.-
porlmonta wore a revelatlon to tho pru*
fosslon. Thoy wero talking of them al
tlie hospital only yesterday.
"H'm. Thoy thought me an old foyey,

eh? But. you eoe, I've been keeplng
pace wlth the, Umes, Boyd, A man tc
sucoeed nowodaye must make a, boom
with something, lt mattere not what.
For years i've beon experinientlng In
seoret, and eorae day I will show them
further results of my researohes. and
they wlll como upon the proQrsslon llke
a ihunderclap, staijgorlug bellef."
The old man cbuckled to hlmself as he

thought of hls selentlflo triumph and how
one day he,would gko forth to the world
a truth hltherto unnueptcted.
We ohatted for a lons time, mostly

upon technlcallties whloh cannot interest
the reader, untll suddonly he salfjj
"l'm settlng. old. Boyd. Thei* con*

etant attacks I have render me unflt tn
go to town and ait In Judgment on that
paok of ailly women who rush to conmjjt
me whenever they have a headacho or
an erring husband. I thlnk that vory
soon I ought to cetlre. I'-ve done sufll-
olent tord wo:-_ au tho years alnoo I

was a 'locum' down In Oxfordahlre, I'm
nearly worn out."
"Oh, no," I sald. "You muatn't retiTe

yet. If you dld. tho professlon would loae
one of Its most brllliant mon."
"Enough of compllmonts." he snappad,

turning wenrlly on hla pillow. "Tm alck
and tlred of It all. Bettor to ratlre whlle
I have fame than to outllvo lt. When
I glve up you wlll etop lnto my Khoes,
Boyd.and lt wlll bo a unnd thlng for you."
Such a suseestlon wnt qulte unoxpoot*

ed. I lmd never dreamed that he con*
tcmplated hnwllng over hla praotloe tt
me. Certainly It would be a good thlng
for me if he dld. lt would gfve me a
ohance auch as few men ever had. Tru«
1 was well-known to hla patlenta nnd had
worked hard ln hla interesta, but that he
tntended to hand the praotloe over to
rne I had nev«r conUmplated. Henca J
thanked hlm mo»t heartily. Yes, Blr Ber*
nard ha-A bo«n my benefaotor valwaya,
"All the women know you," he went

on tn hls anappiah ""y- "You are the
only man to take my place. They would
come to you, but not to a new man. Al'
I can hope Is that they won't bore you
with thelr domestlo troubles-aa they
have done me," nnd he emlled.
"Oh," l sald. "More than once I. too,

have beon compelled to Hatea to Uu* do-

mestlo aecrots of certn.n housoholda. It
roally ls astonlshlng what a woman wlll
tell hor doctor, oven though ho may be
youne."
The bld man laughed again,
"Aht" he Blghed. "You don't know}

womon ns I know them, Boyd. You've
got your experlence to galn. Then you'll
hold them ln abhorrenco.Juet ns I do.
Thoy call me a woman-hator." ho grtuit-
od. "Perhaps I am-r-for J've had cause
to pold the femlnlne mlnd and that fenil*
nine paselon oaually In contenipt."

..Well," I laughed. "thore'a not a mun
In London who is more quallfled to speak
from personal experlence than yourself
So I nntlcJpato a pretty rough tlme when
I*ve had yeora of lt. as you have."
"And yet you want to nmrryl" he aald,

looklng mo atralght In the face, "Of
couree, you love Dtholwynn Mtvart
Every man at your ago lovea, It la u
malady that occurs ln tho teens nnd de¬
clines In the thlrties. I should hava
thought that your affectlan of the heart
had been about cured. It :s aurely tlme
lt was,"

"It ls true that I lovo Ethelwynn, I de-
rlnieii. rather annoyed, "and I Inttnd to
marry her."

"lf you do, then you apoll all your
fihoucen of auiceosa. Tha claas ot women

who aro my patlontn would much rathor
oonault a conflrmod bachelor than a man
who hns a Joaloua wlfe hanging to hl»
coat-talls. Tho dootor's wlfe must al¬
waya bo a long-eufferlng pereon."
I arollod; and then our conversatlon

turned upon hls proposed retlioment
wh'.ch wua to take place In elx montha'
Uiuo, v
I returned to London (by the last train

and on ontorlng my room found a telo*
gram from Amuier maklng an appolnt¬
ment to call on tho followlng evenlng.
The message was dated from ffiasthourno,
and was the flrst I had recelved from him
for some days.
Next mornlng I aat In SJr Bernard's

conaultlng room as usual, recalvlng pa*
tlents, and the afternoon I spent on the
usual hospital round. About 4 o'olock
Ambler arrived, drank a brundy and eodn
wlth a reflectlve alr, and then euggeated
that we mlght dlno togather at tho Ca>
nrour, a favorite haunt of hls.
At table I endeavorod to Induce hlm to

explaln hls movements and what he had
dleoovered; but he was stlll dlelnollned
to tell ma anythlng. He worked alwayi
ln eearet, and untll facts were olear
ML'.d nothlng. It waa a peoullarlty of his
to reiiinln dumb even to his most inti¬
mate frlondu oo.lerntng any lnqulrlea he
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waa maklng. He waa a man of mooda,
with on actirre mlnd and a atlll tongue.
two qualltles essontlal to the euoccaaful
unravellng of mysteriea «

Havlng flnlshed dinner we Ut clgara and
took a oab feaok to my rooma. On paas-
Ing along Ilarley feitroet .t suddenly nc-

curred to ni* that in the mornlng I had
left a small case of lnatrumenta tn Slr
Bemard's oonaulting room, and that I
mlght requlre them for a patlent lf called
that nlght.
Therefora, I stopped the eab, dlsmissed

lt, and knnckod at Slr Bemard's door.
Pord. on openlng lt. surprlsod me by an-
nounolng that hia master, whom I, had
left ln bad on tho prevlous nlght, hnd
returned to town euddenly, but waa en«
gaged.
Ambior walted tn tha hall, whlla X

paased along to the door ot the consulting
room with the Intent.on of asklrig p«r*>
mlasion to entor, as I always dtd whoa
Slr Bernard was engaged with a patlent.
On approachlng the door, however, X

was startled by hearing a woman's veiea
ralsad In angry. reprpachful words, f>l»
low-ni Immediately by the sound of a
Noufflt> and then a stltled ory. Without
further hes.tatlon I turned th* handJs,
The door was locked.

(To be ooaUanwl)


